
Day 1 

Self-drive from Victoria International Airport to Fairmont Empress, Victoria. 

Today you will self-drive from the Victoria International Airport to the Fairmont Empress, Victoria. 

2-night stay at Fairmont Empress 

1x Deluxe Harbour View Room 

Full American breakfast and gratuity included daily. 

Majestically overlooking Victoria’s Inner Harbour in the heart of downtown, the Fairmont Empress was 

built in 1908 and has been completely restored to its original grandeur. The hotel features 477 

guestrooms reminiscent of a bygone era, as well as two restaurants, a lounge, health club, hair salon, 

and spa. Traditional high tea is served in the opulent lobby. A recipient of the AAA Four Diamond Award, 

the Fairmont Empress was also included on Condé Nast Traveler’s Gold List. 

 

Day 2 

Private Victoria and Butchart Gardens Tour by SUV with English-speaking guide & driver (5-hours). 

This sightseeing tour of the “City of Blooms” begins with a pick-up from downtown Victoria. You will be 

met by your guide and driver and enjoy a privately guided tour through the city centre. Cruise around 

the harbour and along Government Street, dotted with independent boutique and gift shops. After 

leaving downtown, you’ll travel 30-minutes to the 50-acre horticultural showplace that is Butchart 

Gardens. Stroll through the Sunken Garden, the English Rose Garden, and the Japanese and Italian 

Gardens. On your return to downtown Victoria, your route may include some or all of the following: the 

scenic Dallas Road drive and several points of interest, including Mount Tolmie, Beacon Hill Park, 

Government House, Mile 0, and the Legislative Buildings. Upon the conclusion of your tour, your guide 

will point out other opportunities for independent sightseeing. 

This tour includes admission to Butchart Gardens, Afternoon Tea at the Fairmont Empress, and driver, 

guide, and tea gratuities. 

Admission to Butchart Gardens. 

Designated a National Historic Site of Canada, the Butchart Gardens are indeed something to behold. 

The first gardens were created by Robert and Jennie Butchart back in 1904, and the display grew from 

there, with Jennie designing the stunning gardens flower by flower. What is now known as the Sunken 

Garden, began on the floor of an abandoned quarry with topsoil brought in by horse and cart. The 

Butcharts’ own tennis court became the Italian Garden and the vegetable garden was transformed into 

the Rose Garden. Nothing was safe from the hands of this avid gardener! To this day, the gardens are 

operated and run by the family with the great-granddaughter at the helm carrying on the tradition. Now 

featuring 22-hectares (55 acres) of floral displays, the gardens bloom without interruption from March 

through October, and draw close to a million people annually. 

Afternoon tea and gratuities included. 



Today you will enjoy the famous tradition of High Tea in the Lobby Lounge at the Fairmont Empress. 

Afternoon Tea has been a tradition at The Empress since 1908. It begins with an offering of assorted 

sandwiches, warm scones with homemade local jam and house made clotted cream, a variety of 

pastries, seasonal berries, and of course Empress Blend Tea. A "sophisticated smart casual” dress code is 

in effect. 

Time at leisure in Victoria. 

Optional activities for the day may include: 

The Great Outdoors: Stroll along the Inner Harbour, explore forested trails, pebbled beaches, and rocky 

lookouts 

Explore the Gardens: Butchart Gardens, Butterfly Gardens 

Whale of a Time: Whale watching by Zodiac or covered boat 

Fit for Foodies: Food, craft beer, and culinary tours, Cowichan Valley Wine Tour, Afternoon Tea at the 

Fairmont Empress 

Sightseeing Tours: Victoria City 

Top Attractions: Royal BC Museum, Craigdarroch Castle, Maritime Museum of British Columbia, and the 

Art Gallery of Greater Victoria 

 

Day 3 

Self-drive from Fairmont Empress to Wickaninnish Inn, Tofino (4 hours and 30 minutes). 

Today you will self-drive from the Fairmont Empress to the Wickaninnish Inn, Tofino. The driver is 316-

kms (196-miles) and will take approximately four and half hours. 

2-night stay at Wickaninnish Inn 

1x Third Floor Deluxe Room 

Full breakfast and gratuity included daily. 

Minutes from Tofino, the Wickaninnish Inn sits on a rocky promontory at the westernmost point of 

Chesterman Beach and is surrounded by ocean on three sides. The luxury resort features 75 spacious 

rooms & suites—each with fireplace, soaker tub, and individual balcony—along with The Pointe 

Restaurant, lounge, fitness facilities, and the Ancient Cedars Spa. It is a recipient of the AAA Four 

Diamond Award, was named to Condé Nast Traveler’s Gold List in 2017, and was the top rated Western 

Canadian hotel, and one of the top four resorts in Canada on Travel + Leisure’s 2017 World's Best 

Awards. It is a Relais & Châteaux property. Note: Advance reservations made several months in advance 

are required to confirm dinner reservations and spa treatments. 

 

 



Day 4 

Scheduled Whale Watch Plus Tour by Zodiac (2.5 to 3-hours). 

Enjoy an exciting whale watching excursion onboard a rigid-hull, 24-foot Zodiac. Beginning with a tour 

through pristine Clayoquot Sound, you’ll take in sensational scenery and wildlife including gray whales, 

sea lions, seals, porpoises, and killer whales. The area is also known for its variety of sea birds, including 

tufted puffins, and its number of resident bald eagles. From March through October, Pacific gray whales 

visit the shores. In July, resident gray whales arrive on the summer feeding grounds, where they remain 

until November. Humpbacks are frequent in August. One day, a pod of orcas may pass through the 

Sounds, while on another, a low tide allows investigation of the colourful inter-tidal zone. You will travel 

through both protected and open-coast marine waters and make interpretive stops that feature coastal 

wildlife and rainforest. Carrying 10-12 passengers, your Zodiac cruises at speeds of 25-30 knots. Each 

passenger is outfitted in a full-length Mustang floater suit (with built-in life jacket) for comfort and 

safety at sea. This trip may not be suitable for expectant mothers, or for persons with back problems. 

 

Day 5 

Self-drive from Wickaninnish Inn, Tofino to Campbell River (3-hours, 20-minutes). 

Today you will self-drive from the Wickaninnish Inn, Tofino to Campbell River Airport. The drive is 259-

kms (160-miles) and will take approximately three hours and twenty minutes. 

Scheduled water taxi from Campbell River to Sonora Resort (1-hour, 20-minutes). 

Depart: 3:00 pm / Arrive: 4:20 pm 

3-night stay at Sonora Resort 

1x Gold Room 

All gourmet meals (breakfast, lunch, dinner, and appetizers in the outdoor Tapas Bar), beverages (liquor, 

wine, beer, pop, and juices), complimentary bar fridges in each room, and staff gratuities are included 

during your stay. 

Located within British Columbia’s cluster of Discovery Islands in Desolation Sound, Sonora Resort is 

surrounded by one of the most alluring and pristine environments in Canada. This jewel of a resort is the 

ultimate in wilderness indulgence, where uncompromising eco-adventure travel meets luxurious 

accommodations, unparalleled service, and five-star facilities. Accessible only by air or sea, it is the 

perfect getaway to a tranquil, hidden paradise. The Relais & Chateaux property offers a rich array of 

experiences, activities, and amenities. Whether you want to fish waters teeming with salmon, walk on 

the wild side and meet the grizzly locals, or soak it all in from a hot tub under the stars, Sonora Resort 

offers something unique for everyone. It is the place where people come for once-in-a-lifetime 

adventures, unforgettable weekends of romance and relaxation, and to reconnect with family and 

nature. 

The property encompasses 12 themed lodges housing spacious rooms, suites, and villas strategically 

situated to offer staggering views. Accommodations are crafted in cedar and stone with picture 



windows and feature ensuites with heated floors, soaker tubs, glass and slate tile showers, gas 

fireplaces, fully stocked mini fridges, and goose down duvets and pillows. 

Resort amenities include a sumptuous spa, mineral pools overlooking the Pacific Ocean, an outdoor 

swimming pool, hot tubs, gym, tennis court, putting green, fly fishing ponds, 12-seat movie theatre, and 

a games room, as well as a supply of digital cameras to borrow for wildlife outings. The dining room 

offers a sensory experience with its panoramic sea views and where every plate is a feast for the eyes 

and palate. The mouthwatering menus exhibit Old World technique and contemporary panache 

combined to create a masterpiece of the freshest West Coast ingredients. Multi-course dinners are 

complemented by an impressive collection of some of the finest wines from BC and abroad. 

Entrée Amenity: Complimentary 2-hour eco adventure boat tour 

 

Day 6 

Scheduled Complimentary Eco-Adventure Tour (2-hours). 

Enjoy an eco-adventure tour of the Bute Inlet, Aaran and Yuculta rapids, and surrounding waterways. 

Stop to view wildlife such as black bear, porpoises, bald eagles, whales, and other sea and land 

creatures. 

 

Day 7 

Day at leisure at Sonora Resort. 

Activities for the day include: 

Land Adventures: Biking and hiking 

Resort Amenities: Outdoor heated pool, hot tubs, tennis court, games room (billiards, shuffle board, 

foosball, virtual golf, high-tech games), movie theatre, fly-fishing ponds & equipment, nine-hole putting 

green, fitness room, pilates/yoga studio, saunas, steam rooms, three mineral pools, and fire pit 

Activities available at an additional cost: 

Land Adventures: Golf, archery, Hatha yoga, and Island Currents Spa treatments 

Marine Adventures: Eco Tour, fishing, kayaking, charter cruises, Raft & Snorkel with the Salmon, and 

Florence Lake water sports 

Heli Adventures: Heli fly-fishing, heli glacier & nature tour, and heli whale watching 

Unique Adventures: Grizzly bear viewing (Aug-Oct), Blind Channel Tour, and Phillips River Tour 

 

 

 



Day 8 

Scheduled water taxi from Sonora Resort to Campbell River (1-hour, 20-minutes). 

Depart: 1:00 pm / Arrive: 2:20 pm 

Self-drive from Discovery Harbour Marina, Campbell River to Fairmont Empress, Victoria (3-hours, 30-

minutes). 

Today you will self-drive from the Discovery Harbour Marina, Campbell River to the Fairmont Empress, 

Victoria. The drive is 268-kms (166-miles) and will take approximately three and a half hours. 

1-night stay at Fairmont Empress 

1x Deluxe Harbour View Room 

Full American breakfast and gratuity included daily. 

Majestically overlooking Victoria’s Inner Harbour in the heart of downtown, the Fairmont Empress was 

built in 1908 and has been completely restored to its original grandeur. The hotel features 477 

guestrooms reminiscent of a bygone era, as well as two restaurants, a lounge, health club, hair salon, 

and spa. Traditional high tea is served in the opulent lobby. A recipient of the AAA Four Diamond Award, 

the Fairmont Empress was also included on Condé Nast Traveler’s Gold List. 

 

Day 9 

Self-drive from Fairmont Empress Hotel, Victoria to Victoria International Airport. 

Today you will self-drive from the Fairmont Empress Hotel, Victoria to the Victoria International Airport. 

 


